
 

 

Planning Commission Members:  

Jeff Bartelt, Jenny Dumdei, Eugene Johnson, Katherine King, Myron Volker 

MINUTES OF THE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

CITY OF JANESVILLE, WASECA COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

AUGUST 18, 2015 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Katherine King called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Members present: Katherine King, Eugene Johnson and Myron Volker 

Staff present:   City Planner Brandon McCabe 

Members absent: Jenny Dumdei and Jeff Bartelt 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion made by Johnson, second by Volker, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 3-0 

(Dumdei and Bartelt absent). 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion made by Volker, second by Johnson, to approve the minutes from Planning 

Commission meeting held on Monday, July 6, 2015.  Motion carried 3-0 (Dumdei and 

Bartelt absent). 

4. PUBLIC HEARING 

a. Schweim; Request for Minor Subdivision (lot split) 

King opened the public hearing.  McCabe gave a brief overview of the request.  Mr. 

Troy Schweim is requesting 1) approval of the minor subdivision of a 148.68 acre 

property to create two (2) parcels approximately 1.5 and 147.18 acres in size and 2) 

dedication of a thirty (30) foot access easement extending from the road to the newly 

created 1.5 acre parcel. 

McCabe stated that the request mirrors a similar request a few months ago by Nathan 

Groh.  In 2004 the City of Janesville approved an extension of the subdivision 

regulations to within one-half (½) mile of City limits. The subject property lies 

within the one-half (½) mile of City limits. 

It appears the property can be subdivided to meet the minimum lot requirements for 

Waseca County.  The County outlined the requirements needed to construct a 



 

 

residential property within the new lot and requires the access easement to be 

recorded. 

McCabe recommended approval of the minor subdivision and dedication of access 

easement based on the findings that the request is consistent with the County Zoning 

Code, the City’s Comprehensive Plan, Minor Subdivision Ordinance, and Design 

Standards.   

 

Verner Benson of 1440 390th Avenue, Janesville, MN was in attendance of the 

hearing.  He stated that he was attending to receive more information on the request 

and did not oppose it. 

Volker stated that the request is similar to what was previously passed and did not 

have any reservations.  Motion made by Volker, second by Dumdei, to recommend 

approval of the requested lot split to the City Council.  Motion carried 3-0 (Dumdei 

and Bartelt absent). 

5. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Building Permit Report 

McCabe gave his report of building permits issued through July of 2015 which 

includes the total permits issued through July of 2014 for comparison.  McCabe 

stated that the estimated valuation in 2015 is not keeping pace compared to the 

permits issued at the same time in 2014 due to the lack of new homes in 2015.  A 

difference of four (4) new homes constructed at this time in 2014 opposed to zero (0) 

so far in 2015.  The current valuation is estimated to be $530,448.85 less than 2014.  

No action required by the Authority. 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Conditional Uses 

In previous Planning Commission meetings the Commission had discussed revising 

the permitted and conditional uses in the B-1 and B-2 commercial districts.  McCabe 

stated that he does not like the language for conditional uses to include “Other uses 

determined by the Planning Agency to be of the same general character as the 

permitted uses above and found not to be detrimental to existing uses and the general 

public health, safety, and welfare”.  This does not clearly define what is or is not 

permitted within the commercial districts. 

 

McCabe presented a list of uses that are not currently permitted within the B-1 or B-

2 districts.  McCabe asked the Commission to review the uses provided and suggest 

what they feel is appropriate for the B-1 and B-2 commercial districts.  McCabe 

asked what the Commission would feel would be appropriate in the Downtown 



 

 

district and in the general business district.  King asked McCabe what his feelings 

are on appropriate uses.  McCabe stated that the downtown district should be more 

accommodating to retail stores, offices, or eating establishments.  Whereas, the 

general business district would house services, repairs, and high volume operations. 

 

Volker commented that he did not see the need to have auto dealers or repair shops 

within the downtown district. 

 

After short discussion the commission asked City staff to present the uses that they 

saw fit and it would be further discussed during the public hearing.  Motion made by 

Johnson, second by Volker, to set a public hearing for the next Planning 

Commission meeting and direct City staff to give proper notice.  Motion carried 3-0 

(Dumdei and Bartelt absent). 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made by Volker, second by Johnson, to adjourn meeting at 6:30 p.m.  Motion 

carried 3-0 (Dumdei and Bartelt absent). 


