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Economic Development Authority Members: 

Stacey Babcock, Jeff Bartelt, Cliff Blaisdell, Mike Finley, Terry Gardner 

MINUTES OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

CITY OF JANESVILLE, WASECA COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

JULY 14, 2016 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mike Finley called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

EDA Members present:  Cliff Blaisdell, Mike Finley, and Terry Gardner. 

EDA Members absent:  Stacey Babcock & Jeff Bartelt. 

Staff present: City Planner Brandon McCabe & Building Official Dan Murphy 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion made by Blaisdell to approve the agenda, seconded by Gardner.  Motion carried 

3-0 (Babcock & Bartelt absent). 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion made by Blaisdell to approve the minutes of the EDA meeting held on Monday, 

May 16, 2016 seconded by Gardner.  Motion carried 3-0 (Babcock & Bartelt absent). 

4. OLD BUSINESS 

There was no Old Business. 

5. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Storefront Enhancement Grant Requests; 

McCabe explained the City has received five requests for grant funds.  Each 

request is requesting the full $5,000.  McCabe explained that the EDA had 

budgeted $4,000 for this program this year.  More should be expected as the fund 

accumulates.   

 

2-Way Radio is requesting funds to pave the parking lot.  McCabe is wondering if 

this is permitted under the policy.  Finley stated that this is not specifically noted 

in the policy.  Also the purpose was to allow the work on storefront facing the 

street.  Blaisdell expressed that he thought paving the lot would improve the 

storefront. 
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Gardner asked if all five applicants could be approved.  McCabe state we would 

need to ask the Council for approval since we had budgeted for four projects.  

Blaisdell expressed that he would like to ask council to approve a fifth grant to 

kickoff this program. 

 

McCabe recommended the EDA approve the first four applications and the fifth 

depending on Council approval. 

 

Motion made by Gardner to approve the first four applicants as well as the fifth 

contingent to Council approval, seconded by Blaisdell.  Motion carried 3-0 

(Babcock & Bartelt absent). 

 

b. Request to Amend Building Permit Fees. 

McCabe summarized that the City had received a request from Building Official 

Dan Murphy to revise the current fee schedule as well as rearranging the payment 

arrangement between the City and City Building Inspection Services (CBIS). 

Blaisdell stated that the City should stay with current trends to prevent large 

jumps in pricing in the future.  Murphy stated that he did hire more staff and all 

the accounting is additional fees that are done in house.  Software for building 

permits has been purchased as well.  Increased fees will help offset cost for 

services. 

Murphy stated that he believes the City is current on all permits.  McCabe stated 

that he has been very satisfied with the service that has been provided. 

The EDA was provided fees schedules of surrounding Cities.  Finley noted that 

Janesville is on the low end of the list.  The EDA spent some time comparing 

pricing for permits at different valuation points.  McCabe asked if the EDA 

thought a higher permit cost would hinder development when surrounding Cities 

are at the same price point.  Finley and Blaisdell expressed that it would be an 

even playing field. 

Motion made by Blaisdell to approve the building permit fee increase to the 1997 

UBC, seconded by Gardner.  Motion carried 3-0 (Babcock & Bartelt absent). 

 

6. REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a. Building Permit Report. 

McCabe presented the Building Permit Report for permits issued through the first 

half of 2016.  The report included permits issued through the first half of 2015 for 
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comparison.  McCabe stated that the valuation between 2016 and 2015 decreased 

by an estimated $31,866.82.  McCabe stated that the permit for the assisted living 

facility should be issued soon.  No discussion was held. 

b. Available Revolving Loan Funds. 

McCabe presented the current and anticipated funds available for the Revolving 

Loan Fund (RLF) program.  In the report it was noted that as of July 12, 2016 the 

fund currently has $52,221.25.  It is anticipated that after the August 1, 2016 

contributions, there will be $54,130.59 in the fund.  No discussion was held. 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made by Blaisdell to adjourn the meeting at 5:39 p.m., seconded by Gardner.  

Motion carried 3-0 (Babcock & Bartelt absent). 


