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Janesville City Council Members: Mayor Mike Santo, Kari Grisim, Cliff Blaisdell, John Sprengeler, Jeff Bartelt  

MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY OF JANESVILLE, WASECA COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

MAY 26, 2015 CITY HALL 7:00 PM  

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The Janesville City Council met in regular session pursuant to due call and notice thereof; 

Mayor Mike Santo called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

Council present:  Mike Santo, Mayor 

   Cliff Blaisdell, Council Member 

Jeff Bartelt, Council Member 

Kari Grisim, Council Member 

Council Absent:  John Sprengeler, Council Member 

Staff Present:   Clinton Rogers, City Administrator 

Brandon McCabe, City Planner   

Dillon Petrowitz, Intern 

    

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

City Council and everyone present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance. 

 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Blaisdell, seconded by Grisim to approve the agenda as reflected in these 

minutes. Voting in favor: Bartelt, Grisim, Blaisdell, and Santo; voting against: none; 

absent: Sprengeler. Motion carried. 

 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

1. Minutes of last Regular Meeting on May 11, 2015 

2. Accept Accounts Receivable 

3. Audit City Bills for Payment 

 

Rogers stated there was nothing major or surprising in the consent agenda. Bartelt stated 

that he noticed a $14,000 bill to auditor.  Grisim asked if we ever checked into another 

firm.  Santo asked for a motion to that effect.  Kari made a motion to look into it, Rogers 

stated that you gotta be kidding me on this motion.  It was agreed to not make this motion 

at this time.  Rogers stated that he looked into this a little and it would take perhaps 10 

months to look into researching a new firm.  It would be a huge undertaking for Andrea 

Preston and him to research.  Blaisdell asked for the best time of the year to look into 

this.  Rogers stated he didn’t really know; auditors are busy through out the year. 
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Motion by Bartelt, seconded by Blaisdell to approve the agenda. Voting in favor: Bartelt, 

Grisim, Blaisdell, and Santo; voting against: none; absent: Sprengeler. Motion carried. 

 

V. PUBLIC FORUM 

 

VI. NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

1. Bolton & Menk Mailing 

 

VII. COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Santo reported on the Nursing Home Board meeting.  Blaisdell reported on the EDA 

meeting.  Bartelt reported on the Planning Commission meeting.  Grisim reported on the 

Park Board meeting. 

 

VIII. ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS 

 

Rogers gave his report.  Santo also stated that the County informed him that potholes on 

First Street will be taken care of soon. 

 

IX. OLD BUSINESS 

 

X. NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Public Nuisance Hearing – 600 W 2nd Street 

 

Brandon McCabe gave the staff report.  He stated that extensions were granted to clean 

up the nuisance citations and they have not been taken care of yet.  Staff can’t take any 

further action and now asks for Council input.  Staff reviewed three options for the 

Council to select from.  Staff recommends criminal action.  He also stated that, after a 

check on the property today, the grass is getting tall enough to enforce the grass nuisance 

regulations. 

 

Patricia Penkaty, 419 – 8th Street NE, Apt C in Waseca, stated that she no longer owns 

the property; it is in foreclosure with Wells Fargo.  She is here to make it right.  She 

stated that if the Council takes criminal and legal action, she would get just as nasty….  

She stated that she is working on the grass getting mowed and Waste Management can’t 

get a dumpster.  Waste Management is supposed to be here tomorrow.  Bartelt asked if 

this was the reason for the delay on the other issues.  Santo questioned why it takes three 

weeks to get a dumpster.  Ms. Penkaty’s daughter stated that they were unable to receive 

financial assistance. 

 

Blaisdell stated that the #3 option may be best to have the City abate the nuisance.  

Motion by Blaisdell, second by Bartelt to allow one week, until June 2 for an extension.  

Then staff will hire out the cleanup.  It was stated it may be cheaper to have the owners 
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clean. Voting in favor: Bartelt, Grisim, Blaisdell, and Santo; voting against: none; absent: 

Sprengeler. Motion carried. 

  

 

2. Introduce Intern Dillon Petrowitz 

 

Dillon Petrowitz introduced himself.  He stated that he is student in the Urban and 

Regional Studies program at Minnesota State University, Mankato.  He will intern for 

the city this summer and into the fall.  He will assist staff with the Planning Department 

functions and with the First Street Utility Improvements projects.  The Council 

welcomed Petrowitz to the City of Janesville. 

 

3. Closing of Street – Hay Daze 

A. Resolution 2015-13 

 

Motion by Bartelt, seconded by Grisim to adopt the resolution. Voting in favor: Bartelt, 

Grisim, Blaisdell, and Santo; voting against: none; absent: Sprengeler. Motion carried. 

 

4. Temporary On-Sale Liquor License 

 

Motion by Bartelt, seconded by Blaisdell to approve liquor license. Voting in favor: 

Bartelt, Grisim, Blaisdell, and Santo; voting against: none; absent: Sprengeler. Motion 

carried. 

  

5. Request for Minor Subdivision 

A. Resolution 2015-14 

 

Staff presented the report and stated that the Planning Commission recommends 

approval.  The lot-split is consistent with City Ordinance and the County has reviewed 

and approved the request. 

 

Motion by Blaisdell, seconded by Bartelt to adopt the resolution. Voting in favor: Bartelt, 

Grisim, Blaisdell, and Santo; voting against: none; absent: Sprengeler. Motion carried. 

 

6.  Ordinances 

 

Grisim requested to add this to the agenda.  She stated that it is disheartening that some 

Ordinances aren’t being enforced.  She referenced two trailers / campers parked on the 

street in Janesville.  She referenced a camper on West Second Street.  Rogers stated he 

has been out of town and didn’t notice them.  She stated that there is a perception in the 

community that enforcement won’t take place so no one adheres to the Ordinance.  

Bartelt stated that people talking uptown should come to a Council meeting and address 

the concerns. Grisim agreed and stated people feel they have backlash from coming to a 

meeting.  We need to get this turned around.  Bartelt asked what kind of backlash.  

Grisim said the backlash comes from the Police Department.  People are singled out, 
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watched, and followed around.  Rogers stated he hadn’t heard that accusation in six 

years. 

 

It was agreed that we need to enforce our Ordinances.  If there are complaints, we need to 

check on them.  Rogers stated he will check on the West Second complaint; it is the first 

time he heard about and no one came in to complain.  The only complaint he had about 

this Ordinance is the Allyn Circle concern, including when residents attended the 

meeting. 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Grisim made motion to adjourn, seconded by Bartelt. Voting in favor: Bartelt, Grisim, 

Blaisdell, and Santo; voting against: none; absent: Sprengeler. Motion carried. 

 

Respectively signed by  

 

/s/ Clinton M Rogers      June 8, 2015         

 

Clinton Rogers   Date 

City Administrator 

City of Janesville  


